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Making  Stained  Glass  Boxes:  The
Michael  Johnston Approach
The  art  of  stained  glass  is  captivating,  transforming  ordinary  light  into
breathtaking displays of color and artistry. Many aspire to create their own stained
glass pieces, and among the most rewarding projects are stained glass boxes. This
article  delves  into  the  world  of  making stained glass  boxes,  focusing  on the
techniques and inspirations often associated with the work of renowned stained-
glass artist Michael Johnston, though without specific instruction on his proprietary
methods.  We'll  explore  the  process,  benefits,  design  considerations,  and
frequently asked questions surrounding this intricate craft. Key areas we'll cover
include  stained  glass  box  patterns,  stained  glass  box  kits,  soldering
stained glass, and the overall techniques of stained glass construction.

The Allure of Stained Glass Boxes
Stained glass boxes represent a unique intersection of art and functionality. Unlike
larger  stained  glass  windows,  boxes  offer  a  manageable  project  size  perfect  for
beginners while still  allowing for  intricate designs and impressive results.  The
ability to create a beautiful, functional piece – a treasure box, a jewelry case, or a
decorative  display  –  provides  immense  satisfaction.  Michael  Johnston's  work,
known  for  its  vibrant  colors  and  meticulous  detail,  frequently  inspires  those
embarking  on  their  stained  glass  journeys.  Although  we  can't  detail  his  specific
techniques without direct  access to his  methods,  we can explore the general
principles and adapt them to create our own stunning stained glass boxes.

### Benefits of Creating Your Own Stained Glass Box

Creative  Expression:  Stained  glass  offers  an  unparalleled  opportunity  for
self-expression. You choose the colors, patterns, and overall design, resulting
in a truly unique piece.
Skill Development: Creating a stained glass box hones valuable skills in
glass cutting, grinding, soldering, and design. These are transferable skills
applicable to other glass art projects.
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Personalization:  The  box  can  be  tailored  to  specific  tastes  and  uses,
whether as a unique gift, a decorative accent for your home, or a storage
solution for cherished items.
Sense of Accomplishment: Completing a stained glass project, especially
one as detailed as a box, provides a profound sense of accomplishment and
pride in your craftsmanship.
Financial Savings: While purchasing a pre-made stained glass box can be
expensive,  making  your  own  can  be  surprisingly  cost-effective,  particularly
considering  the  time  and  effort  invested.

Designing and Constructing Your Stained Glass
Box
The process of creating a stained glass box involves several key steps. While the
exact approach can vary depending on the desired complexity and design, several
common  elements  remain  consistent.  Many  beginners  start  with  pre-made
stained glass box kits,  which provide all  the necessary materials and often
include  instructions.  However,  designing  your  own  box  offers  greater  creative
control.

### Choosing Your Design and Materials

The initial step is deciding on your design. You might start with a simple geometric
pattern  or  explore  more  complex  floral  motifs,  landscapes,  or  even  abstract
designs. Consider the overall size and shape of the box, as well as the colors and
textures of the glass you'll use. The availability of stained glass box patterns
online and in crafting books can provide inspiration and practical starting points.
Remember to choose glass that complements your design and overall aesthetic.

### Cutting and Grinding the Glass

Cutting glass requires precision and patience. Special glass cutters and grinding
tools are necessary to achieve clean, sharp edges. This stage demands meticulous
attention to detail to ensure all the pieces fit perfectly together. Accurate cutting is
crucial for a professional-looking finished product. Improperly cut glass can lead to
weak joints and compromised structural integrity during soldering.

### Assembling and Soldering

Once the glass pieces are cut  and ground,  they are assembled and soldered
together.  This  is  where  the  artistic  skill  and  precision  truly  shine.  Soldering
requires a steady hand and careful control of the soldering iron to create strong,
neat joints. Flux is crucial to ensure proper adhesion between the solder and the
glass.  This  phase  is  where  significant  skill  development  in  soldering  stained
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glass  occurs  and  where  attention  to  detail  leads  to  a  high  quality  result.

Beyond  the  Basics:  Advanced  Techniques  and
Inspiration
While  the  fundamental  steps  remain  consistent,  advanced  techniques  can
significantly enhance the complexity and beauty of your stained glass box. These
might include:

Foiling: This involves wrapping the edges of the glass with copper foil before
soldering, providing a cleaner, more professional finish.
Beveling:  This technique involves grinding the edges of the glass at an
angle to create a more dramatic effect.
Incorporating other materials: Consider adding other elements such as
beads, cabochons, or even small figurines to further personalize the box.

Remember, the work of Michael Johnston and other master glass artists provides
endless inspiration.  Studying their  creations can spark new ideas and refine your
techniques.

Conclusion
Creating  a  stained  glass  box  is  a  rewarding  journey  that  combines  artistry,
precision, and patience. By understanding the process, carefully selecting your
materials,  and  employing  proper  techniques,  you  can  create  a  unique  and
beautiful  piece.  While  we  couldn't  specifically  detail  Michael  Johnston's  methods,
the general principles discussed here will serve as a solid foundation for your own
creative endeavors. The sense of accomplishment derived from completing such a
project is unmatched, and the resulting stained glass box will serve as a lasting
testament to your skill and creativity.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: What tools are necessary for making a stained glass box?

A1: You'll need a glass cutter, glass grinder, soldering iron, solder, flux, copper foil
(if using the foiling technique), safety glasses, and appropriate work surfaces. A
running water source nearby is also recommended.

Q2: What type of glass is best for stained glass boxes?

A2: Most stained glass artists use art glass, which is specifically designed for this
purpose and comes in a wide variety of colors and textures. Avoid using ordinary
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window glass, as it is more difficult to cut and less durable.

Q3: How long does it take to make a stained glass box?

A3:  The  time  required  varies  significantly  depending  on  the  complexity  of  the
design and the experience of the artist. A simple box might take a few hours to a
day, while a more intricate project could take several days or even weeks.

Q4: Where can I find stained glass box patterns?

A4: Numerous online resources, crafting books, and stained glass supply stores
offer  a  wide  variety  of  patterns  for  stained  glass  boxes,  ranging  from  simple
geometric  designs  to  complex  floral  or  landscape  motifs.

Q5: Is stained glass work dangerous?

A5: Yes, working with glass and soldering irons presents potential hazards. Always
wear safety glasses and appropriate protective clothing. Be mindful of sharp glass
edges and the heat of the soldering iron.

Q6: Can I make a stained glass box without prior experience?

A6:  Yes,  many  beginners  successfully  create  beautiful  stained  glass  boxes.
Starting with simpler designs and utilizing pre-made kits can greatly ease the
learning process. Numerous online tutorials and classes are available to guide you
through each step.

Q7: How do I care for my finished stained glass box?

A7: Avoid using harsh chemicals or abrasive cleaners. A soft cloth and mild soapy
water are typically sufficient for cleaning.

Q8:  What  are  the  common  mistakes  beginners  make  when  making
stained glass boxes?

A8: Common mistakes include improper glass cutting, inadequate soldering, and
neglecting safety precautions. Taking your time, following instructions carefully,
and practicing patience will help avoid these errors.

Illuminating Creativity: A Deep Dive into the Art
of  Making  Stained  Glass  Boxes  with  Michael
Johnston's Techniques
The alluring world of stained glass holds a timeless charm, a captivating blend of
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ancient  craftsmanship  and  contemporary  artistic  expression.  One  particularly
gratifying avenue for exploring this medium is the creation of stained glass boxes,
miniature treasures that teem with radiance and detail. This article investigates
into the art of making these enchanting boxes, focusing on the techniques and
ideas often linked with the work of renowned artist Michael Johnston, although
we'll  refrain  from  directly  referencing  specific  projects  of  his  to  protect  his
copyright.

The method of making a stained glass box is a multifaceted journey, requiring a
blend of  creative vision and practical  skill.  It's  not  merely  about  constructing
pieces of colored glass; it's about manipulating illumination and shadow to create
a  spatial  work  of  art.  Johnston's  style,  while  inferred  from his  broader  work,
highlights the importance of careful planning, precise cutting, and the artful use of
lead came.

Phase 1: Design and Planning – The Foundation of Success

Before a single piece of glass is cut, a thorough design is essential. This entails
sketching the general shape and size of the box, as well as the separate motifs
that will adorn its faces. Consider the flow of brightness within the box – how will
the colors play? Software can be invaluable in this stage, allowing for simulated
prototyping and experimentation with color combinations.

Phase 2: Glass Selection and Cutting – Precision is Paramount

The  selection  of  glass  is  critical  to  the  final  effect.  Different  types  of  glass,  each
with  unique  properties  of  finish  and  shade,  are  available.  Think  about  the
translucency of the glass, as well as its potential to diffuse light. Once the glass is
picked,  it  must  be  carefully  cut  to  the  sizes  specified  in  the  design.  Specialized
tools, such as glass cutters and grinding wheels, are necessary for this stage,
necessitating a steady hand and precise movements.

Phase 3: Assembly – The Art of Joining

With the glass pieces prepared, the method of construction begins. Lead came, a
narrow strip of lead containing channels for connecting, is used to connect the
pieces. The approach requires both accuracy and dedication. Each piece must be
carefully  positioned  to  ensure  a  seamless  fit.  Incorrect  placement  can  lead  to  a
damaged  structure  and  a  less  than  optimal  aesthetic  outcome.

Phase 4: Soldering and Finishing – Bringing it all Together

Once  the  came  is  in  place,  the  joints  are  fixed  to  create  a  strong  and  durable
connection.  This  phase demands the use of  a  soldering iron and appropriate
substance.  Careful  attention  must  be  paid  to  ensuring  that  the  solder  flows
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smoothly and thoroughly fills the channels of the came. After soldering, the box is
cleaned  to  remove  any  excess  solder  or  flux.  Supplementary  steps,  such  as
patination (applying a chemical to alter the color of the lead), can add further
depth and character to the final piece.

Conclusion:

Creating  a  stained  glass  box  is  a  difficult  but  incredibly  fulfilling  endeavor.  It’s  a
adventure of imagination, meticulousness, and artistic expression. By observing
careful  steps  and  accepting  the  challenges,  you  can  create  a  unique  and
breathtaking work that will be a fount of pleasure for years to come. While Michael
Johnston's specific techniques remain unnamed here, the principles outlined serve
as a solid foundation for anyone wishing to embark on this artistic adventure.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

Q1: What are the essential tools for making stained glass boxes?

A1: Essential tools include glass cutters, running pliers, grozing pliers, a soldering
iron, solder, flux, and various types of protective eyewear and gloves.

Q2: How long does it take to make a stained glass box?

A2: The time needed varies greatly depending on the sophistication of the design
and the experience level of the crafter. Simple boxes might take a few days, while
more detailed pieces may take weeks or even months.

Q3: Where can I find stained glass supplies?

A3: Stained glass supplies can be found at specialty craft stores, online retailers,
and some glass shops.

Q4: What are some tips for beginners?

A4: Start with a simple design, practice your cutting techniques, and be patient.
Don't  be afraid to experiment and make mistakes – they’re valuable learning
experiences.

Q5: Is it expensive to get started with stained glass box making?

A5:  The  initial  investment  in  tools  can  be  significant,  but  many  supplies  can  be
reused  for  multiple  projects,  making  it  a  more  cost-effective  hobby  over  time.
Starting small with basic supplies is a good way to assess your interest before
committing to a larger investment.
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