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IH Sickle Bar Mower Manual:
A  Comprehensive  Guide  to
Operation  and Maintenance
Finding a well-maintained International Harvester (IH) sickle bar
mower can be a treasure for those needing efficient and reliable
cutting for hay or pasture management. However, understanding its
operation and nuances requires familiarity with the specific model's
IH sickle bar mower manual. This comprehensive guide dives into
the  essential  aspects  of  using  and  maintaining  these  robust
machines,  covering  everything  from  safe  operation  to
troubleshooting  common  problems.

Understanding Your IH Sickle Bar Mower
Manual
Before you even start the engine, thoroughly familiarize yourself
with your specific IH sickle bar mower manual. This manual, specific
to  your  model  (e.g.,  an  IH  400,  or  a  different  model  number),
provides  crucial  information about  its  features,  operation,  safety
procedures, and maintenance schedules. These manuals are often
detailed,  including  diagrams,  exploded  views  of  parts,  and
troubleshooting sections to help with repairs. Losing your manual?
Don't  worry  –  many  are  available  online  through  IH  enthusiast
forums, agricultural equipment parts websites, or even on archive
websites specializing in vintage machinery. Searching for “IH sickle
bar mower parts manual [model number]” can be highly effective in
your search. Having access to this vital document is the first step to
successful and safe operation.

Benefits of Using a Sickle Bar Mower
Sickle  bar  mowers,  particularly  the  IH  models  known  for  their
durability,  offer  several  advantages  over  other  cutting  methods,
making them popular choices for specific applications.

Close Cutting: Sickle bar mowers provide a very close and
clean  cut,  minimizing  waste  and  allowing  for  efficient
harvesting.  This  is  particularly  beneficial  for  hay  making,
producing high-quality fodder.
Gentle on the Ground: Compared to rotary mowers, sickle
bar mowers are often gentler on the terrain,  reducing soil
compaction and minimizing damage to the soil structure. This
is crucial for preserving pastureland.
Versatility:  While optimal for flat terrain, many IH models
can  handle  slopes  with  skillful  operation.  This  versatility
enhances their practicality for various farming conditions.
Simplicity  of  Design:  The  relatively  simple  mechanical
design of sickle bar mowers makes maintenance and repairs



Ih Sickle Bar Mower Manual

Ih Sickle Bar Mower Manual
2

often easier than for more complex rotary mowers, reducing
downtime and overall cost of ownership.

Safe and Efficient Operation of Your IH
Sickle Bar Mower
Operating an IH sickle bar mower safely requires adhering strictly
to the instructions in your IH sickle bar mower manual. Key aspects
include:

Pre-Operation  Checks:  Always  inspect  the  mower
thoroughly before each use. Check the blade for sharpness
and damage, inspect the guards, ensure proper lubrication of
all moving parts, and verify the PTO (Power Take-Off) shaft
connection is secure.
Adjusting the Cutting Height: Your manual will outline the
adjustment  mechanism.  Proper  cutting  height  is  vital  for
efficient operation and preventing damage to the mower or
terrain.
Blade  Sharpening  &  Replacement:  A  sharp  blade  is
essential for a clean cut and prevents excessive wear. Regular
sharpening,  as  detailed  in  your  manual,  is  crucial.
Replacement  blades  may  be  necessary  over  time.
Safety  Precautions:  Always  wear  appropriate  personal
protective equipment (PPE), including safety glasses, hearing
protection, and sturdy footwear. Never work on the mower
while  it  is  running,  and  always  engage  the  PTO  safety
mechanisms.

Maintenance and Troubleshooting Your
IH Sickle Bar Mower
Proper maintenance is paramount for the longevity and performance
of your IH sickle bar mower. The IH sickle bar mower manual will
detail a recommended maintenance schedule, including:

Lubrication: Regularly lubricate all moving parts according
to the manual's specifications. Using the correct lubricant is
critical to prevent wear and damage.
Blade  Alignment:  Improper  blade  alignment  can  lead  to
inefficient  cutting  and  increased  wear.  Your  manual  will
describe how to correctly align the blade.
Bearing Inspection: Regularly inspect bearings for wear and
tear.  Replace  worn  bearings  promptly  to  prevent  costly
damage.
Cleaning:  After  each  use,  clean  the  mower  thoroughly,
removing any debris or grass buildup. This prevents corrosion
and ensures proper operation.

Troubleshooting  common issues,  like  a  clogged  cutter  bar  or  a
broken  drive  belt,  will  often  be  covered  in  the  troubleshooting
section of your IH sickle bar mower manual. This will often involve
identifying the source of the problem and applying the proper repair
or  adjustment,  keeping  you  cutting  hay  or  managing  pasture
effectively.
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Conclusion
The  IH  sickle  bar  mower,  a  stalwart  of  agricultural  machinery,
continues  to  serve  as  a  reliable  and  effective  cutting  tool.
Understanding your IH sickle bar mower manual is paramount to
safe and efficient operation, ensuring the longevity of this robust
machine. By following the guidelines provided within the manual
and  implementing  a  regular  maintenance  schedule,  you  can
maintain peak performance and avoid costly repairs. Remember, a
little preventative maintenance goes a long way towards maximizing
the lifespan and efficiency of your investment.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Where can I find an IH sickle bar mower manual if I don't
have the original?

A1:  Numerous avenues exist for sourcing a replacement manual.
Online auction sites,  agricultural  equipment parts  suppliers,  and
online forums dedicated to International Harvester machinery are
excellent starting points. Searching online using your specific model
number is key. Many IH enthusiasts have scanned and shared their
manuals online. Remember to verify authenticity and accuracy of
any online resource before relying solely on it.

Q2: How often should I sharpen the sickle bar blades?

A2:  The frequency of sharpening depends heavily on the type of
terrain, usage intensity, and the material being cut. Your IH sickle
bar mower manual will  provide general  guidelines.  As a general
rule, regular inspection is recommended after every few hours of
operation, with sharpening needed when the blade's edge shows
noticeable wear or becomes dull, resulting in ragged cuts.

Q3: What type of lubricant should I use for my IH sickle bar
mower?

A3: Your IH sickle bar mower manual will specify the recommended
lubricant for various components. Using the incorrect lubricant can
damage  the  machine.  Refer  to  the  manual's  recommendations
strictly.

Q4: What are the signs of a worn-out sickle bar?

A4:  Signs  include  dull  or  damaged  blades,  excessive  vibration,
irregular or ragged cutting, increased noise levels, and difficulty in
cutting. If you notice any of these, inspect the sickle bar carefully,
and refer to your manual for replacement guidance.

Q5: How do I adjust the cutting height of my IH sickle bar
mower?

A5: The precise adjustment method varies depending on the model.
Your IH sickle bar mower manual will contain detailed instructions
and  diagrams  illustrating  the  adjustment  process.  Typically,  it
involves adjusting a height-control lever or mechanism.

Q6: What safety precautions should I take when operating an
IH sickle bar mower?
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A6: Always wear appropriate PPE, including safety glasses, hearing
protection,  and  sturdy,  closed-toe  footwear.  Never  operate  the
mower near bystanders or pets.  Be mindful  of  potential  hazards
such  as  rocks,  debris,  and  uneven  terrain.  Ensure  proper  PTO
engagement  and  disengagement  procedures  are  followed
religiously.

Q7: Can I use my IH sickle bar mower on hilly terrain?

A7: While generally suitable for flat terrain, some IH models can
handle  mild  slopes.  However,  exercise  caution  on  inclines,  and
always refer  to  your  manual’s  guidance on operating on slopes.
Steep or uneven terrain significantly increases the risk of accidents.

Q8: How can I troubleshoot a clogged cutter bar?

A8:  First,  turn  off  the  PTO  and  disconnect  the  power  source.
Carefully  remove  any  obstructions  from the  cutter  bar  using  a
suitable  tool,  being cautious not  to  damage the blades or  other
components.  Refer  to  your  IH  sickle  bar  mower  manual's
troubleshooting section for more detailed guidance. Always address
the root cause of the blockage to prevent recurrence.

Mastering the IH Sickle Bar Mower:  A
Comprehensive Guide
The International  Harvester  (IH)  sickle  bar  mower,  a  legendary
piece of  agricultural  machinery,  remains a crucial  tool  for many
farmers and landowners. Its precise cutting action makes it ideal for
diverse  applications,  from  caring  for  pastures  and  hayfields  to
regulating vegetation along roadsides. However, comprehending its
sophisticated  workings  and  correct  maintenance  is  vital  to
optimizing  its  efficiency  and  longevity.  This  article  serves  as  a
comprehensive  guide  to  navigating  your  IH  sickle  bar  mower
manual,  unlocking  its  nuances,  and  attaining  peak  functional
capacity.

### Decoding the Manual: Sections and Key Information

Your IH sickle bar mower manual, regardless of the specific model,
will  likely  include  several  essential  sections.  Knowing  the
organization of this guide is the initial step to becoming a skilled
operator. Expect to discover sections detailing:

Safety  Precautions:  This  part  is  essential.  It  outlines
important safety measures to guarantee your individual well-
being  and  prevent  accidents.  Pay  particular  attention  to
warnings  regarding  moving  parts,  safe  attire,  and  proper
operating techniques. Treat these warnings as obligatory.

Assembly  and  Adjustments:  This  chapter  guides  you
through the process of assembling the mower as required, and
setting  essential  components  like  the  severing  level,  blade
alignment, and power system. Learning these adjustments is
vital for optimal performance.

Operation and Maintenance: This is the core of the manual.
It provides step-by-step guidance on starting, operating, and
shutting  down  the  mower.  It  also  covers  routine  upkeep
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procedures, such as blade refining, lubrication, and review of
damage items. Routine maintenance is crucial to prolonging
the mower's lifespan.

Troubleshooting:  This  part  is  your guide when things go
wrong.  It  lists  typical  problems and their  possible  origins,
along with proposed remedies. Learning to troubleshoot basic
issues can save you effort and potential costly repairs.

Parts  Diagram and Specifications:  This  part  provides  a
comprehensive parts diagram, making it simpler to recognize
parts  and  purchase  replacements.  The  specifications  part
provides  essential  data,  such  as  powerplant  specifications,
cutting width, and mass.

### Practical Applications and Best Practices

The IH sickle bar mower's versatility extends to various agricultural
and  landscaping  tasks.  Proper  usage  demands  more  than  just
activating the engine and allowing it operate. Successful operation
demands:

Pre-operation  Inspection:  Always  examine  the  mower
before  each  use,  providing  heed  to  blade  keenness,  oil
quantities, and the overall condition of the mechanism.

Proper  Blade  Height  Adjustment:  Adjusting  the  blade
altitude  correctly  is  crucial  for  neat  cutting  and  avoiding
scalping or producing inconsistent sections.

Safe Operating Procedures:  Always keep a safe distance
from the spinning blades. Never reach into the mowing region
while the powerplant is running.

Regular Maintenance: Routine maintenance, as outlined in
your manual, is critical for conserving the mower's existence
and performance. Ignoring maintenance will lead to reduced
productivity and increased repair costs.

### Conclusion

The IH sickle bar mower manual is more than just a compilation of
guidance;  it's  a  manual  to  safe  and  productive  operation.  By
understanding the contents within, you reveal the capacity of this
robust  machine  and  ensure  its  life  span.  Spending  energy  in
learning  your  manual  will  pay  rewards  in  terms  of  better
productivity,  reduced  expenditures,  and,  most  importantly,
increased  safety.

### Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: My IH sickle bar mower is leaving an uneven cut. What
should I check?

A1:  Inspect  the  blade  alignment,  blade  keenness,  and  the  level
adjustment.  Also,  assure  that  the  drive  system  is  functioning
correctly.

Q2: How often should I sharpen the blades on my IH sickle
bar mower?

A2: The regularity of sharpening depends on the amount of use and
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the sort  of  matter  being cut.  Nevertheless,  a  general  rule  is  to
sharpen after every a couple of periods of heavy use or when you
notice a decline in harvesting efficiency.

Q3: Where can I find replacement parts for my IH sickle bar
mower?

A3: Many online retailers and agricultural equipment vendors hold
replacement parts for IH machinery. You can also check with your
local dealer or refer to the parts diagram in your manual to identify
parts and find suppliers.

Q4: What type of lubricant should I use for my IH sickle bar
mower?

A4: Consult your manual for particular recommendations regarding
lubricant type and employment. Using the incorrect lubricant can
damage the equipment.
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