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Mastering the
Stihl MS390
Chainsaw: A
Comprehensiv
e Guide to
Your MS390
Chainsaw
Manual
The Stihl MS390 chainsaw is a
powerful and versatile tool,
ideal for professional arborists
and demanding landowners
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alike. Understanding its
capabilities and limitations is
crucial for safe and efficient
operation. This comprehensive
guide delves into the
intricacies of the MS390
chainsaw manual, exploring
its key features, safe usage,
maintenance procedures, and
troubleshooting tips. We'll
cover everything from basic
operation to advanced
techniques, ensuring you get
the most out of your
investment. Key aspects we'll
examine include Stihl MS390
parts, MS390 chainsaw
specifications, and effective
chainsaw maintenance.

Understanding
Your MS390
Chainsaw Manual:
A Foundation for
Safe Operation
Before even starting your
MS390, thorough familiarity
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with your MS390 chainsaw
manual is paramount. This
document acts as your bible,
guiding you through every step
of the process, from assembly
and fuel mixing to maintenance
and troubleshooting. Ignoring
the manual can lead to
dangerous situations, costly
repairs, and even serious
injury.

The manual isn't just a
collection of instructions; it's a
comprehensive safety guide. It
details safety precautions,
proper personal protective
equipment (PPE), and
emergency procedures. This is
critical, as the MS390 is a
powerful machine capable of
causing significant harm if
mishandled. Always prioritize
safety and refer to your manual
before undertaking any task.

Key Features and
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Specifications of
the Stihl MS390
Chainsaw
The Stihl MS390 is renowned
for its power and performance.
Its key features, often detailed
in the MS390 chainsaw
manual, include:

Powerful Engine: The
MS390 boasts a high-
performance engine,
designed for demanding
tasks like felling large
trees and heavy-duty
cutting. This power is
balanced with relatively
low weight for its class,
improving
maneuverability.
Efficient Cutting
System: The manual
highlights the chainsaw's
optimized cutting system,
which includes a robust
chain and guide bar,
contributing to smooth,
efficient cutting and
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reduced vibration.
Anti-Vibration System:
Reducing operator
fatigue and the risk of
hand-arm vibration
syndrome (HAVS) is a
key design consideration.
The MS390 incorporates
an advanced anti-
vibration system, a
feature detailed in your
MS390 chainsaw
manual.
Easy Starting System:
The manual will guide
you through the easy
start system, making
starting the chainsaw
easier, even in cold
conditions. This is a
significant benefit for
professional users who
may need to start the
saw multiple times a day.
Ergonomic Design: The
MS390 is designed for
comfort and ease of use.
The manual explains how
the layout of controls and
the overall design
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contribute to reduced
operator fatigue.

Understanding these features,
as detailed in your manual,
allows you to maximize the
chainsaw's efficiency and
safety. The MS390 chainsaw
specifications, such as engine
displacement and power
output, are clearly outlined in
the manual and are essential to
understanding the chainsaw's
capabilities.

Safe and Efficient
Operation: Putting
Your MS390
Chainsaw Manual
to Work
Proper operation is just as
crucial as understanding the
features. The MS390
chainsaw manual provides
step-by-step instructions on
safe starting, cutting
techniques, and shutdown
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procedures. Key aspects
include:

Pre-Operation
Checklist: Before each
use, the manual
emphasizes the
importance of a pre-
operation checklist,
ensuring the saw is
correctly fueled,
lubricated, and the chain
is sharp and properly
tensioned.
Cutting Techniques:
The manual explains
various cutting
techniques, including
felling, bucking, and
limbing, emphasizing the
importance of proper
body positioning and safe
handling techniques to
minimize kickback risks.
Maintenance
Procedures: Regular
maintenance is key to
extending the lifespan of
your MS390 and
ensuring its safe
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operation. The manual
provides detailed
guidance on air filter
cleaning, spark plug
replacement, chain
sharpening, and
lubrication. Proper
chainsaw maintenance
prevents premature wear
and tear.
Troubleshooting: The
manual offers
troubleshooting tips for
common issues, helping
you diagnose and resolve
problems efficiently. This
saves time and prevents
potential damage to the
saw.

Maintaining Your
MS390: A Deep
Dive into
Preventative Care
The longevity and performance
of your Stihl MS390 are
directly related to proper
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maintenance. The MS390
chainsaw manual is an
indispensable resource for this
aspect. Ignoring preventative
maintenance can lead to
significant issues:

Regular Cleaning:
Clean your MS390 after
each use, removing
debris from the air filter,
cooling fins, and chain.
This is crucial for optimal
engine performance and
preventing overheating.
Chain Sharpening: A
dull chain is dangerous
and inefficient. Regularly
check and sharpen your
chain using the guidance
in your manual. A sharp
chain allows for
smoother cutting,
reduces vibration, and
minimizes the risk of
kickback.
Bar and Chain
Lubrication: Adequate
lubrication is essential
for preventing premature
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wear and tear on the bar
and chain. Always ensure
the automatic oiler is
functioning correctly, as
detailed in the manual.
Air Filter Cleaning: A
clogged air filter restricts
airflow to the engine,
reducing power and
potentially damaging the
engine. Clean or replace
the air filter regularly, as
recommended in the
manual.

Conclusion:
Unlocking the
Potential of Your
MS390
The Stihl MS390 chainsaw is a
powerful and versatile tool, but
its potential can only be fully
realized through a thorough
understanding of its operation
and maintenance. Your MS390
chainsaw manual is your
invaluable guide to safe,
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efficient, and prolonged use.
By diligently following the
instructions and prioritizing
preventative maintenance,
you'll ensure the long-term
performance and safety of your
investment, maximizing its
productivity and minimizing
potential hazards.

Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Where can I find a
digital copy of the MS390
chainsaw manual?

A1: Stihl's official website is
the best place to look for
digital manuals. You can
usually find them by searching
for "Stihl MS390 manual" or by
navigating their support
section. Alternatively, you
might find it on third-party
sites that host manuals, but
always verify the source's
legitimacy to ensure you're
getting an accurate copy.
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Q2: How often should I
sharpen my MS390
chainsaw chain?

A2: The frequency depends on
the intensity of use and the
type of wood you're cutting.
Your MS390 chainsaw
manual will offer guidelines,
but generally, you should
check the sharpness after
every few hours of operation.
Signs of a dull chain include
slower cutting, increased
vibration, and more effort
required to cut.

Q3: What type of bar oil
should I use for my MS390?

A3: The MS390 chainsaw
manual will specify the
recommended bar oil type.
Generally, a high-quality bar
and chain oil designed for use
with professional chainsaws is
recommended. Using the
wrong type can damage the
bar and chain.

Q4: What are the signs of a



Ms390 Chainsaw Manual

Ms390 Chainsaw Manual
13

malfunctioning MS390
engine?

A4: Several signs indicate
engine trouble. The MS390
chainsaw manual provides
detailed troubleshooting
guides. Common symptoms
include difficulty starting, loss
of power, unusual noises
(knocking, rattling), excessive
smoke, or the engine stalling
frequently.

Q5: How do I adjust the
chain tension on my
MS390?

A5: Your MS390 chainsaw
manual provides detailed,
illustrated instructions on
chain tension adjustment.
Improper tension can lead to
chain breakage or damage to
the bar. It's a crucial step to
understand and perform
correctly.

Q6: What safety gear should
I wear when using the
MS390?
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A6: The manual strongly
emphasizes the use of
appropriate safety gear. This
includes safety glasses or a
face shield, hearing protection,
heavy-duty gloves, chainsaw
chaps or trousers, and sturdy
footwear.

Q7: Can I use any type of
fuel in my MS390?

A7: No. The MS390 chainsaw
manual specifies the correct
fuel mix ratio (usually a mix of
gasoline and 2-stroke engine
oil). Using the wrong fuel
mixture can severely damage
the engine.

Q8: What should I do if I
experience kickback?

A8: Kickback is a serious
hazard. Your MS390
chainsaw manual details how
to mitigate this risk. However,
if kickback occurs, immediately
release the throttle and let the
saw stop, holding it firmly with
both hands. Never attempt to
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control the saw during
kickback.

Mastering the
MS390 Chainsaw:
A Deep Dive into
the Manual and
Beyond
The mighty MS390 chainsaw is
a workhorse in the world of
forestry and arboriculture. Its
renowned performance is
directly linked with a
comprehensive understanding
of its accompanying manual.
This article serves as a
handbook to help you explore
the depths of the MS390
chainsaw manual, uncovering
the secrets to safe and
effective operation. We'll
analyze key sections, present
practical tips, and tackle
common questions .

The MS390 manual isn't just a
compendium of instructions ;



Ms390 Chainsaw Manual

Ms390 Chainsaw Manual
16

it's your key to unlocking the
full capacity of this amazing
machine. Think of it as a
mentor that guides you
through every phase of
ownership, from initial
configuration to routine
upkeep . Ignoring the manual
is akin to driving a high-
performance apparatus without
understanding its features – a
recipe for disaster .

Understanding the Sections:
The MS390 manual is typically
arranged in a logical method.
You'll find sections dedicated
to safety precautions ,
installation, running , upkeep,
and problem-solving . Let's
explore each in further detail:

Safety First: This
section, arguably the
most crucial , details
crucial safety practices
to lessen the risk of harm
. It addresses topics such
as proper attire , chain
maintenance techniques ,
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and recoil prevention
strategies. The value of
this section cannot be
overemphasized .

Assembly and Setup:
This section gives
thorough instructions on
installing the chainsaw,
including connecting the
bar and chain, regulating
the chain tension, and
adding the oil reservoir.
Meticulous adherence to
these instructions is vital
for optimal performance
and protection.

Operation and Usage:
Here, you'll discover
about beginning the
chainsaw, managing its
strength , and
performing various
cutting methods .
Understanding throttle
control and chain arrest
mechanisms is essential
for safe and productive
operation.



Ms390 Chainsaw Manual

Ms390 Chainsaw Manual
18

Maintenance and
Upkeep: This section is
committed to preserving
the longevity of your
MS390. It discusses
topics such as air filter
cleaning , spark plug
maintenance, and chain
honing . Regular
maintenance is essential
for preventing
deterioration and
guaranteeing peak
performance.

Troubleshooting: This
section functions as your
first-line guide for
identifying and rectifying
common issues . It gives
answers to potential
breakdowns.

Beyond the Manual: While
the manual provides a strong
foundation, practical
experience is invaluable .
Consider participating in a
chainsaw safety program to
develop your skills under the
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supervision of skilled
instructors. Remember,
repetition makes proficient .

Conclusion: The MS390
chainsaw manual is more than
just a booklet ; it's an tool that
secures you and your
equipment . By diligently
studying and implementing its
data, you'll dominate this
mighty machine and relish its
potential for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs):

1. Q: How often should I
sharpen my MS390 chain?
A: The frequency depends on
usage, but generally, check
and sharpen your chain after
each couple hours of operation,
or when you notice a drop in
cutting efficiency.

2. Q: What type of bar oil
should I use? A: Use a high-
quality bar oil specifically
intended for chainsaws. Check
your manual for suggested
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viscosity grades.

3. Q: What should I do if my
MS390 won't start? A: First ,
check the fuel and oil levels.
Ensure the spark plug is clean
and properly spaced . If the
problem persists, consult the
troubleshooting section of your
manual.

4. Q: Where can I find
replacement parts for my
MS390? A: Authorized Stihl
dealers are the best source for
genuine spare parts . They can
ensure you're getting superior
parts that will uphold the
performance of your chainsaw.
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