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Signing Naturally Unit
17: A Deep Dive into
Deaf Culture and
Communication
Learning American Sign Language (ASL) is a
rewarding journey, opening doors to a rich culture
and facilitating meaningful communication with the
Deaf community. Many embark on this journey
using the popular curriculum, *Signing Naturally*.
This article delves into *Signing Naturally* Unit 17,
exploring its content, pedagogical approach, and
practical applications, touching upon key aspects
like ASL vocabulary expansion, Deaf cultural
awareness, and sentence structure in ASL.
We'll also address common questions and concerns
surrounding this crucial unit.

Introduction to Signing
Naturally Unit 17
*Signing Naturally* Unit 17 typically focuses on
expanding vocabulary related to daily routines,
personal experiences, and expressing more
complex ideas. The unit builds upon previously
learned grammatical structures and introduces new
vocabulary and concepts critical for fluent
conversation. The specific vocabulary and
grammatical points covered may vary slightly
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depending on the edition of the textbook, but the
overall goal remains consistent: to equip learners
with the tools for increasingly sophisticated sign
communication. This unit often introduces more
nuanced aspects of Deaf culture, further
emphasizing the importance of cultural
understanding alongside linguistic acquisition.

Key Concepts and Vocabulary
in Signing Naturally Unit 17
This unit significantly enhances the learner's ability
to communicate effectively. Expect to encounter
vocabulary related to:

Daily Activities: Expect to learn signs
related to everyday routines, including
detailed descriptions of actions and
schedules. For instance, *Signing Naturally*
Unit 17 might introduce signs for preparing
meals, commuting to work, or engaging in
hobbies. This section significantly improves
the practical application of ASL in everyday
life.

Personal Experiences: The unit expands on
expressing personal feelings, opinions, and
memories. This involves mastering more
complex sentence structures and
incorporating facial expressions and body
language to convey nuance and emotion
effectively. This adds depth and personal
connection to signed conversations.

Descriptions and Comparisons: *Signing
Naturally* Unit 17 often introduces the skill of
using classifiers, which are handshapes that
represent objects or actions, to describe
objects and compare them. Mastering
classifiers is a key step towards fluent ASL
signing.
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Expanding on Conditional Sentences: Unit
17 often builds on previous lessons regarding
conditional sentences, teaching learners how
to express hypothetical situations and
possibilities with greater clarity and precision.

The Importance of Deaf
Cultural Awareness in Signing
Naturally Unit 17
Beyond vocabulary and grammar, *Signing
Naturally* Unit 17 emphasizes the crucial role of
Deaf culture in ASL communication. This is not
merely about learning signs; it's about
understanding the values, history, and social norms
of the Deaf community. This unit may incorporate
discussions on:

Deaf History and Identity: Understanding
the history of the Deaf community and the
significance of Deaf identity fosters respect
and empathy, leading to more genuine and
meaningful interactions.

Deaf Community Values: Learning about
Deaf community values helps learners
navigate social situations appropriately and
avoid cultural misunderstandings.

Sign Language Variations: This unit often
acknowledges the existence of regional and
personal variations in sign language,
emphasizing the dynamic and evolving nature
of ASL.

Proper understanding of these cultural nuances
goes hand-in-hand with mastering the linguistic
components of ASL, leading to far more effective
and respectful communication.
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Practical Applications and
Implementation Strategies for
Signing Naturally Unit 17
The knowledge gained in *Signing Naturally* Unit 17
is highly transferable to real-world situations. To
maximize the benefits, learners should:

Practice Regularly: Consistent practice is
crucial for retaining new vocabulary and
grammatical structures. This can include
practicing with classmates, Deaf community
members, or using online resources.

Immerse Yourself in the Deaf
Community: Attending Deaf events,
engaging in conversations with Deaf
individuals, and watching signed videos
provide invaluable exposure to authentic ASL
usage and Deaf culture.

Utilize Technology: Numerous online
resources, such as ASL dictionaries and video
tutorials, can supplement learning and
provide additional practice opportunities.
Many apps offer interactive exercises focused
on specific vocabulary and grammatical
points.

Seek Feedback: Receiving feedback from
instructors or fluent signers helps identify
areas for improvement and refine signing
technique.

Conclusion: Mastering Signing
Naturally Unit 17 and Beyond
*Signing Naturally* Unit 17 serves as a bridge to
more advanced ASL communication. By mastering
the vocabulary, grammatical structures, and cultural



Signing Naturally Unit 17

Signing Naturally Unit 17
5

insights covered in this unit, learners significantly
enhance their ability to engage in meaningful and
nuanced conversations with the Deaf community.
The focus on cultural awareness, alongside linguistic
proficiency, is key to building genuine connections
and fostering respectful interactions. Continued
practice and immersion are essential for refining
skills and developing fluency in this beautiful and
expressive language.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs)
Q1: Is Unit 17 considered a difficult unit in
Signing Naturally?

A1: The difficulty of *Signing Naturally* Unit 17 is
subjective and depends on individual learning styles
and prior experience. While it introduces more
complex grammatical structures and a larger
vocabulary than previous units, the structured
approach of the *Signing Naturally* curriculum
makes the material manageable with consistent
effort and practice. The inclusion of more advanced
concepts like classifiers and conditional sentences
might pose challenges for some learners,
necessitating extra practice and possibly seeking
clarification from instructors or peers.

Q2: How can I best prepare for Unit 17?

A2: Thoroughly reviewing previous units is crucial.
Ensure a strong grasp of fundamental signs,
grammatical structures, and basic sentence
construction before tackling Unit 17. Familiarize
yourself with the concepts that will be built upon in
Unit 17, such as classifiers and conditional
sentences, through previewing the chapter material
or online resources.

Q3: What resources are available to help me
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understand Unit 17 better?

A3: Beyond the *Signing Naturally* textbook and
workbook, consider utilizing online ASL dictionaries,
video tutorials on YouTube, and interactive ASL
learning apps. Engaging with the Deaf community
through online forums or local Deaf events also
provides valuable exposure to authentic ASL usage
and can offer clarification on challenging concepts.

Q4: How much time should I dedicate to
mastering Unit 17?

A4: The time required varies depending on
individual learning pace and comprehension.
However, allocating dedicated study time each day,
coupled with regular practice sessions, is
recommended. Aim for consistent, focused learning
rather than cramming sessions for optimal retention
and understanding. A good goal might be to
dedicate at least 30-60 minutes of focused study
per day.

Q5: Are there any specific strategies for
remembering new signs introduced in Unit 17?

A5: Employ diverse memory techniques. Use
flashcards, create mnemonic devices (memory
aids), and practice incorporating new signs into
everyday conversations. Try connecting signs to
personal experiences or associating them with
familiar objects or actions to strengthen memory
retention. Regularly reviewing previously learned
signs also helps reinforce memory.

Q6: How important is understanding Deaf
culture in mastering Unit 17?

A6: Understanding Deaf culture is paramount. Unit
17 emphasizes cultural context, and neglecting this
aspect diminishes the overall effectiveness of
communication. Learning about Deaf history,
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values, and social norms promotes respect and
fosters meaningful interactions within the Deaf
community. It leads to more natural and appropriate
communication.

Q7: Can I learn Unit 17 independently without
an instructor?

A7: While self-study is possible, an instructor
provides valuable guidance, feedback, and
clarification on challenging concepts. An instructor
also facilitates practice opportunities and offers
personalized support. While independent learning
can be effective, combining self-study with access
to an instructor or tutor often leads to better results.

Q8: What are the long-term benefits of
mastering *Signing Naturally* Unit 17?

A8: Mastering this unit provides a significant
foundation for fluent ASL communication, opening
doors to meaningful relationships with Deaf
individuals and enriching cultural understanding.
The skills acquired are transferable to various
contexts, benefiting personal, professional, and
social interactions. It's a stepping stone towards
advanced ASL proficiency and fosters a deeper
appreciation for Deaf culture and its rich history.

Delving Deep into Signing
Naturally Unit 17: A
Comprehensive Exploration
Signing Naturally Unit 17 marks a important turning
point in the journey of learning American Sign
Language (ASL). Building upon earlier acquired
skills, this unit presents a plethora of new
vocabulary and grammatical concepts that broaden
the learner's ability for meaningful communication.
This article will provide an in-depth analysis of Unit
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17's content, underscoring its key elements and
offering practical strategies for effective utilization.

The unit typically concentrates on expanding the
learner's word stock related to common actions,
frequently involving accounts of routines and
individual experiences. This involves learning new
signs, understanding nuanced grammatical
structures, and developing the capacity to create
complex sentences. Unlike previous units which
might center on single concepts, Unit 17 often
unifies previously acquired material, challenging
learners to combine knowledge and apply it in
varied scenarios.

One key aspect of Signing Naturally Unit 17 is its
focus on relating skills. Learners are motivated to
tell private anecdotes, relating their everyday
schedules with increasing skill. This entails not just
learning new vocabulary, but also developing the
appropriate use of chronological markers,
indicators, and other grammatical elements that
contribute to precise and interesting storytelling.

The approach employed in Signing Naturally Unit 17
often includes a blend of interactive exercises,
acting exercises, and real-life implementations. This
comprehensive approach helps learners to absorb
the material more productively than a purely
conceptual technique might. The inclusion of visual
aids further improves comprehension.

Practical benefits of acquiring the subject matter in
Signing Naturally Unit 17 are numerous. Learners
acquire a wider range of communication skills,
allowing them to engage in more involved
conversations and describe private accounts with
increased fluency. This enhanced communicative
ability can be applied in various settings, ranging
from unstructured conversations to formal
exchanges.
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To successfully utilize the concepts of Signing
Naturally Unit 17, learners should prioritize
consistent drill. This entails frequent repetition of
vocabulary and grammatical forms, participation in
communicative activities, and obtaining
opportunities to use ASL in authentic contexts.
Discovering a sign partner or participating in an ASL
class or club can significantly enhance the learning
process. Furthermore, submersion in the ASL
community offers priceless opportunities for drill
and response.

In conclusion, Signing Naturally Unit 17 represents a
substantial advancement in ASL acquisition. Its
focus on narrative skills, combined with its engaging
methodology, furnishes learners with the tools they
need to communicate more effectively and
assuredly. By regularly applying the material and
diligently seeking opportunities for authentic use,
learners can unleash their full communicative ability
in ASL.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Is Unit 17 appropriate for all levels of ASL
learners?

A1: No, Unit 17 presupposes a certain level of
competence in ASL. Learners should have a strong
foundation in basic vocabulary and grammar prior
to tackling this unit.

Q2: How can I ideally prepare for Unit 17?

A2: Revising previous units and drilling your ASL
skills consistently is crucial. Focus on improving
your fluency in communicating simple sentences
and growing your lexicon.

Q3: Are there any additional resources
obtainable to support learning Unit 17?
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A3: Yes, many web-based resources, comprising
videos, workbooks, and engaging software can
supplement the manual.

Q4: What are some common obstacles
students encounter in Unit 17?

A4: Learning the more complex grammatical
constructions and efficiently integrating previously
learned concepts can be difficult. Consistent
practice and getting response are important to
overcoming these obstacles.
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